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In the years immediately following World War 11,
most of the science fiction pulp magazines decided
to move away from the ‘sword and blaster’ action
adventure stories which had filled their issues until
then.

Now in the “Atomic Era”, magazines were
looking for stories peppered with a heavier
seasoning of science. They felt it was what
their readers wanted. But some struggled
along in the old style.

One title, Startling Wonder, tried introducing
a new continuing hero in the mold of
Captain Future, in an attempt to build reader
loyalty.

Every issue of Startling Wonder held at least
one Johnny Meerkat adventure. Some were
short stories, two were “novel length”
(although quite short by today’s standards),
but most were what we would now call
‘short-shorts’.

A thousand words told the latest exciting
tale of adventure of Johnny Meerkat,
space going hero; his friends and allies;
and his nefarious nemesis, the Jackal.

Only a few issues of Startling Wonder were ever
published and the original Johnny Meerkat stories
were never collected or reprinted. But Conucopia
invites you to return to those thrilling days of
adventure, when a fast space cruiser and a sure eye

the Asteroid Belt that draw him.

4

Johnny and his crew are

Earthcentral and Luna, or the older colonies, like Marscol. He goes to those
places when he needs to but, when he wants to relax, it’s the new colonies in

‘space bums”. They’d be traveling constantly
from planet to colony to asteroid mine even if their business wasn’t
“trading”, buying whatever honest load they can fit in their ship and
selling it at their next port of call for max credits. At least, that’s
usually the plan. It doesn’t always work out. Spacelackers, crooked

The Final & Continding Adventarey of

Jobpny Derrkat
-( The Contest )-

with a blaster was all that kept evil at bay. We have
received permission from the owner of Johnny
Meerkat to continue his tales of deering-do for your
reading pleasure.

We have invited a few well-known authors to
write new Johnny Meerkat adventures.

Additionally, we’re sponsoring a contest for

the best new Johnny Meerkat story. The rules

are simple. Any member of Conucopia, the
1999 NASFiC may enter up to three Johnny
Meerkat stories. Each story may be up to
1,000 words in length. The elements of the
story must conform to the “writers bible” of
information that follows and should be more
or less in the style of the 1940s pulps. Stories
can be serious or humorous.

Stories will be judged by a panel of

professional writers. Prizes will be awarded to

the authors of the stories judged First, Second,

and Third. Prizes and names of the Judges are

to be announced. The top five stories, as
selected by our judges, will be printed in the
Conucopia Program Book.

Legal Natter: The decision of the judges is final. All
stories become the property of Conucopia, the 1999
NASFIiC and its parent organization, the Southern
California Institute for Fan Interests, Inc. Entrant
agrees to allow Conucopia and S.C.LLE.L. to reprint
their stories in convention-related publications
without additional approval or payment. Stories
cannot be returned.

Johnny Meerkat
WRITERS BIBLE

Johnny Meerkat Slender of body, with short legs and a small head, Johnny is a little
atypical in appearance for a hero. He has dark, piercing eyes that can stare down the ™ 1)
worst villain and seem as if they can see straight down to your soul. His hair is -

brown. His uniform is comfortable and informal, a cross between that of Flash

Gordon and a jogging outfit. It’s tan in color, with black stripes on the legs and )
a black diamond outlined on the back. Johnny prefers the openness of space y N\ h e
to the crowded confines and “proper ways” of the ancient cities, like =~ Swg 1\ f oo §
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